CHANGES IN THE GOVERNANCE SYSTEM
AFTER GAINING SOVEREIGNTY
(November 1990 — December 1991)
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The most important characteristics of the political system during this perio
rere as follows:

1. The President acquired extended executive powers.

2. The Government became accountable before the President and the Parliament
3. Democratic institutions were developed in Kazakhstan.
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One of the first legislative acts on implementation of sovereignty was the
Presidential Decree “On closing the Semipalatinsk nuclear testing area™ on
29 August 1991. Thus, the 40 years of testing of nuclear weapons on Kazakh land

were finally at an end.

Kazakhstan declared its commitment to nuclear nonproliferation. A nuclear
rescarch centre in the town of Kurchatov was preserved but was reoriented for
conducting peaceful research. Nowadays, the atom serves only peaceful purposes

in Kazakhstan.




Between August and October 1991 major changes took place in Kazakhstan in
accordance with presidential decrees on “depolitization™ of the prosecutor’s offi-
ces, state security and the authorities of the interior. justice and the court; and
formation of the State Defense Committee of the Kazakh SSR. All All-Union
enterprises were fully transferred to Kazakh government control and the gold re-
serve and diamond fund of the republic were formed. among other moves.

The election of the President of the Kazakh SSR took place on 1 December
1991 in accordance with the resolution of the Supreme Council of the Kazakb
SSR of 16 October 1991. On election day. 8 788 726 citizens included in the lists
of voters participated in voting. As the result of the election. Nursultan Nazarbayev
became the President of the republic: 98.78% of the total number of participants
had voted for him.

The elections demonstrated general public support for Nazarbayev's leadership
in the country.

In the national referendum on 29 April 1995 the president’s term in office was
extended until December 2000, by 95.4% of votes.

In the early and highly contested presidential election held on 10 January
1999, Nazarbayev received 79.78% of the votes.

At regular presidential elections on 4 December 2003, the incumbent president
won 91.15% of the votes.



At the polling center during the elections of the President of Kazakh SSR,
I December [991]

The first national presidential election legitimized President Nursultan Na-
zarbayev as the first head of sovereign Kazakhstan. After the election. the president
announced that from now on Kazakhstan would develop its own independent
foreign policy. He emphasized that Kazakhstan would not only focus on the Asian
continent. the country would establish a reasonable balance between LEurope and
Asia. The Republic of Kazakhstan would develop economic and political relations
with all countries of the world.




Vursultan Nazarbavev taking oath as the President of Kazakh SSR,
10 December 1991



%}

HABAH HEHECTH COUMANMCTH PECTIYRIMHACHI S
3AHMN
3AKOHNH

FABAXCHOM COBETCHOM COUMARMOTHUECHON FECTIYBAMNM

WWOTT TOUYRAPCTEA, CCHODANNOTC M NJWNEND TANCOUPESEUERN,
SOBNCIAMOCTE SR X CBO0US woa

1 ANGROTESScKCE MEOIOCOpENNE DlumoTsa Nepxommal Comer Kasaz-
sl OCF HDCTHDELAET:

1. Jspemsemoaars X Caomerys SHCEYD P
woomey » Pecaydoay Xasercres.

Z. BRecTR cOOTITOTIUONES Misedemma B XiecTeryom (Ccmcs-
wol Bancs) Kasascxod OCF ¥ Lex3spamms 0 POOYRADOTIGNNON CFBODe-
wreye Xapaxomoll O0F, MENOMN ¥ AWLe SXTH TOCTRAPOTROENEX OpTe-
»on Easaxcucd OCF,

In Minsk on 8 December 1991, the Presidents of Byelorussia. Russia and the
Ukraine signed an Agreement on Creation of the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS). This Agreement terminated the authorities of the Soviet institutions
on the territory of the CIS.

On 10 December 1991, the Supreme Council of the Kazakh SSR enacted the
Law “On change of the name of the Kazakh Soviet Socialist Republic.” In accor-
dance with this law, the newly independent state was called the Republic of
Kazakhstan.

On 16 December 1991, President Nursultan Nazarbayvev signed this law. On
that day the state independence of the Republic of Kazakhstan was proclaimed.



Inauguration ceremony of the President of the Kazakh SSR



The 8 December 1991 agreement of
the three Slavic republics of the USSR
Russia. the Ukraine and Byelorussia —
on the termination of the Union Treaty
of 1922, and their intention to create
the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS). was adopted without con-
sultation with other Union republics. In
this complicated environment the leaders
of five Central Asian Union Republics —
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan met on
12—13 December 1991 in Ashgabat. the
capital of Turkmenistan.



Meeting of the heads of Central Asian states, Ashgabat, 13 December 1991

During the meeting in Ashgabat,
President of Turkmenistan Saparmurat
Niyvazov suggested creating a Turk con-
federation with Tajikistan included.
Nursultan Nazarbayev suggested decli-
ning this idea and in the end the leaders
of all five republics agreed with him. It
was an important decision as a split along
the fault line of “Slavs/Turks”™ was pre-
vented. The Central Asian republics
decided to join the CIS as independent,
equal and sovereign states.
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In Almaty on 21 December 1991, the leaders of eleven independent states of
the former USSR signed the Almaty Declaration on Creation of the Common-
wealth of Independent States (CIS). With the creation of the CIS, the USSR

ceased its existence.



The Independence Monument at
the Square of the Republic in Al-
maty symbolizes the aspiration of the
Kazakh people to freedom.



Source: NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV: Founder of the Independent state (the
Chronicles of a Leader) published in Almaty “Rarity” in 2010, pages 57 — 65

Data was given from the Institute of State History, Committee of Science of The
Ministry of Education and Science



